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Throughout Reid’s lifelong activity, the study of natural philosophy re-
presented one of his main interests. Reid knew about the Buffon-Linnaeus
controversy and he came across Buffon’s discoveries through the Histoi-
re Naturelle. He advanced a conjecture about the generation of life ac-
cording to the principles of common sense: life is produced directly by
God. All living organisms are created according a divine design. Brute
matter cannot organize itself into living bodies.

Linneo e il problema del giudizio nel mondo naturale

In un suo recentissimo scritto, Paul B. Wood ci informa che con tutta
probabilita tra i libri che Reid possedeva nella sua personale biblioteca
c’erano anche i Genera plantarum di Linneo!. Cid testimonia, in primo
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