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Kant con Baudelaire. 
L’estetica dell’esistenza in Michel Foucault, fra esperienza del 
limite e artificio

Diego Donna

Central to Michel Foucault’s reflection on the status of the Enlightenment, the 
Kantian notion of critique expresses the philosophical attitude of modernity, un-
derstood as an ethical and political relation to the present. The question of actual-
ity as belonging of philosophy to its own time is discussed by Foucault in Qu’est-
ce que les Lumières ?, a famous commentary on Kant’s pamphlet, which in the 
American version, What is Enlightenment, includes a reference to a text by 
Baudelaire, Le Peintre de la vie moderne. This contribution will read the rela-
tionship between Kant and Baudelaire in Foucault’s last intervention according 
to a double meaning: as the reverse of the archaeological enquiry into the limits of 
experience, placed by Foucault already in the 1960s at the center of Kant’s mod-
ern episteme; as the complement of the philosophical ethos on which the negative 
determinations of the exit (issue) and of the reflexive indocility (indocilité ré-
fléchie) insist. These forms shape the processes of subjectivation discussed by Fou-
cault in his last studies on sexuality and the hermeneutics of the subject.
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1. Introduzione 

In due celebri versioni del commento all’opuscolo Beantwortung der 
Frage: Was ist Aufklärung?, l’una francese l’altra americana, contenu-
te nel tomo IV dei Dits et Écrits 1, Michel Foucault rilegge il Sapere aude 
kantiano come la capacità di domandare in «qualsiasi momento» 
quali siano i rapporti fra «potere, verità e soggetto» 2. L’Aufklärung 

1 Cfr. M. Foucault, What is Enlightenment?, in P. Rabinow (ed.), The Foucault Reader, New 
York, Pantheon Books, 1984, pp. 32-50, in Dits et écrits. 1954-1988, Edition établie sous la direc-
tion de D. Defert et F. Éwald, 4 voll., Paris, Gallimard, 1994 [DÉ], IV, pp. 562-578; Qu’est-ce que 
les Lumières? (Extrait du cours du 5 janvier 1983, au Collège de France), «Magazine littérai-
re», 207, mai, (1984), pp. 35-39; DÉ, IV, pp. 679-688; entrambi gli interventi sono raccolti con il 
titolo Che cos’è l’Illuminismo?, trad. it. di S. Loriga, in A. Pandolfi (a cura di), Archivio Foucault, 
3. 1978-1985, Estetica dell’esistenza, etica, politica, Milano, Feltrinelli, 1998, pp. 217-232, 253-261. 

2 M. Foucault, Qu’est-ce que la critique ? (Sorbonne, 27 mai, 1978), «Bulletin de la Société 
Française de Philosophie», 2, aprile-giugno (1990), pp. 35-63; trad. it. a cura di P. Napoli, Illu-
minismo e critica, Roma, Donzelli, 1997, p. 51. Di grande utilità è la ricostruzione di R. Leonel-
li, Illuminismo e critica. Foucault interprete di Kant, Macerata, Quodlibet, 2017, pp. 51-63. Cfr. 


