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Das Verniinftige ist das Wirkliche: das heifit nun, es kommt darauf an, im
Wirklichen selber den Fahrplan zu sehen, den dialektisch-objektiven, um
Forderungen des Herzens damit zu verbiinden.

Ernst Bloch, Subjekt-Objekt. Erliuterungen zu Hegel, 1951

Confusion is a word we have invented for an order
which is not understood.

Henry Miller, Tropic of Capricorn, 1939

The paper shows how the role played by the concept of «reconciliation» (Versoh-
nung) in the Hegelian philosophy of the objective spirit demonstrates its critical
connotation; secondly, the essay compares two forms of knowledge (philosophy
and political economy) that share, in Hegel’s perspective, the attitude to bring out
the systemic rationality hidden by the chaotic surface of events. In the last part, the
paper addresses the issue of the function performed by the concepts of «unexpected
effects» and «impersonal rationality» (the cunning of the «invisible hand» and of
the Vernunft) within the theoretical framework of those two forms of knowledge.
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Versohnung («riconciliazione») € una parola chiave nel quadro
dell’intera opera hegeliana. Per diverse ragioni, tra loro connes-
se, l'idea che essa nomina ¢ centrale cosi negli scritti «teologici» di
Berna e Francoforte, come nelle opere jenesi e berlinesi: al di la del
tema «religioso» dell’«unita tra natura divina e natura umana»’, la
problematica della «riconciliazione» sottende la critica del duali-
smo kantiano e della Reflexionsphilosophie; contribuisce a definire il
quadro teorico della polarita Verstand-Vernunft (alla quale avremo
modo di fare riferimento in queste pagine); si collega a un tema su

! G.W.F Hegel, Vorlesungen iiber die Philosophie der Religion, 11, in Id., Werke in zwanzig Béin-
den, hrsg. von E. Moldenhauer und K.M. Michel (d’ora in avanti abbreviato in W), Frankfurt
a.M., Suhrkamp, 1970, Bd. 17, p. 204.
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