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Enzo Melandri — one of the greatest exponents of phenomenology in Italy — saw
ancient thought as the basis of the whole philosophical grammar of the West, whose
subsequent developments he regarded as mere extensions and elaborations of it. In
this context, Platonic idealism has pride of place because of its “amphibian” char-
acter: on the one hand it is linked to the isomorphism of classical logic, on the other
it goes beyond it by formulating the principle of the “analogy of being”. Idea and
matter, as well as intuition and discourse, are the terms of a dynamic ontology of
reality in which there is no separation between knowledge and praxis. For Plato,
knowing through ideas means to operatively unfold the plot of reality, in which
the meaning of each thing is reflected, and reversed, in its complementary oppo-
site. Against the background of the semantic intentionality of experience, object
and method are thus the “enantiomorphic shapes” of a dialectical tension which is
the first “absolute metaphor” of Western philosophy
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1. La funzione pragmatico-trascendentale della filosofia platonica

Nell’itinerario filosofico di Enzo Melandri (1926-1993), Platone non
riveste, in apparenza, un ruolo centrale. I suoi studi di filosofia anti-
ca — quella filosofia a cui egli, a partire dalla meta degli anni Sessan-
ta, riconosceva il primato speculativo e formativo, e di cui tutto il
resto non sarebbe che una mera estensione paradigmatica’ —, verto-
no prevalentemente intorno ad Aristotele, agli Stoici e ai rappresen-
tanti di quella logica pre-platonica che egli — prendendo spunto dal-
le ricerche di due studiosi da lui molto amati, Ernst Hoffmann ed
Erich Frank? — chiamava «arcaica», vale a dire Parmenide, Eraclito,
Antistene, Gorgia e Pitagora.

Tuttavia, se si considera l'impianto generale del pensiero di
Melandri, la prospettiva platonica emerge costantemente secondo
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