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The emancipation of the secular from religious authority is a pivotal element in the
development of modern States. This process is achieved, through the incorporation
of religious power by the civil authority. However, from an intellectual point of
view this requires the construction of an alternative political theology and ecclesi-
ology. Paolo Sarpi and Thomas Hobbes are two of the intellectual protagonists of
this historical and cultural phenomenon, and both reflect largely on the meaning
of the word “church”, on the functions of religious authority, and on the nature of
the sanctions that this authority can impose, first of all, excommunication. Both
authors had also the same polemical target: Cardinal Roberto Bellarmino and his
theory of potestas indirecta. Both thinkers also had access to common sources es-
pecially Marsilio da Padova. However, similarities in the arguments proposed by
these authors against Bellarmino, are such as to suggest that some of Sarpi’s texts
may have influenced Hobbes’s ideas.
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Introduzione

La dottrina agostiniana dei due diversi regni si trovera fino al giorno
del giudizio sempre di nuovo davanti a questo doppio punto della
domanda che resta aperta: Quis iudicabit? Quis interpretabitur? Chi
decide in concreto per I'uomo [...] la questione di che cosa & spiri-
tuale e cosa temporale e come ci si regola nelle res mixtae [...]? E la
grande domanda di Thomas Hobbes...!

Un lettore attento di Hobbes, qual era Carl Schmitt, ha osserva-
to che il problema di stabilire chi debba detenere, in ultima istanza,
I'autorita d’interpretare e decidere se e che cosa pertenga o meno
all’ambito delle questioni spirituali costituisce uno dei nodi crucia-
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