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Sulla storicità del capitalismo.
Marx tra Althusser e Hobsbawm

Alberto Burgio

What is the Marxian contribution to the theory and practice of historiography? In 
Eric Hobsbawm’s opinion, Marx transforms historiography into a social science 
and explains history in its whole, therefore providing a fundamental theoretical 
instrument to contemporary historiography. It is well known that Louis Althuss-
er’s position is radically different, since the French philosopher labels as “empiric 
prejudice” the thesis that sees at the basis of Marxian theory a continuous and ho-
mogeneous conception of time. The essay takes a position in front of this famous 
theoretical argument, focusing on some pages from the Capital (unpublished chap-
ter VI and the chapter XX of the third book), highlighting the matter in question, 
which is not only philosophical but rather practical and political, and about the 
historical dimension of Marxian analysis.
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1. La prima parola

Nel maggio parigino, mentre gli studenti cingevano d’assedio 
la Sorbona, si tenne per iniziativa del Consiglio internazionale di 
scienze sociali dell’Unesco un convegno dedicato all’autore del 
Capitale, nato centocinquant’anni prima. I partecipanti discussero 
per tre intense giornate sul «ruolo di Karl Marx nello sviluppo del 
pensiero scientifico contemporaneo». Si ricordano interventi magi-
strali di Raymond Aron (Équivoque et inépuisable), György Markus 
(Les œuvres de jeunesse de Marx et les sciences sociales contemporaines) 
e Jean Hyppolite (Le «scientifique» et l’«idéologique» dans une perspec-
tive marxiste) 1. E una splendida relazione di Eric Hobsbawm, Karl 
Marx’s Contribution to Historiography, che il grande storico inglese 
avrebbe ripubblicato trent’anni dopo (con il titolo What Do Histori-
ans Owe to Karl Marx?) nel suo On History 2.

1 Vedine gli atti in International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies – Inter-
national Social Science Council (eds.), Marx and Contemporary Scientific Thought – Marx et la 
pensée scientifique contemporaine, The Hague, Mouton & Co., 1970.

2 London, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1997, pp. 141-156; dello stesso Hobsbawm si veda 
sul tema anche The Social Function of the Past: Some Questions, «Past & Present», 55 (1972), pp. 


