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This paper aims to exploit the concept of alienation to show some displacements 
within the Foucault’s relationship with the many-voiced constellation of French 
Hegelism. We will consider the following points: a) We will see how - despite Fou-
cault’s statements about a complete break with the Hegelism since the 1950s - in 
his ‘Histoire de la folie’ we can still find a dialectical structure, a wide use of the 
concept of alienation, as well as several positive references to Hegel; b) We will 
then consider the conjunction between the content of the references to Hegel in 
Foucault’s doctoral thesis of 1961, and the reading of the German philosopher pro-
posed by Jean Hyppolite, trying to sketch out some outlines of the French debate on 
Hegelism and the concept of alienation between the 1940s and 1950s; c) We will 
eventually address the complex relationship of proximity and distance between the 
“decentralization of the subject” proposed by the dialectical thought, and the the-
oretical anti-humanism supported by the epistemological-structuralist brand, on 
which Foucault’s and Althusser’s views seem to merge during the 1960s.
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1. Il giovane Foucault e la disseminazione hegeliana

Stando alle dichiarazioni di Foucault, il suo rapporto con la filosofia 
hegeliana si sarebbe già consumato nella seconda metà degli anni 
Cinquanta, nonostante avesse rappresentato un’importante tap-
pa della sua formazione avvenuta nel pieno dispiegarsi della Hegel 
Renaissance. La presa di distanza dall’hegelismo, come dalle pro-
spettive fenomenologiche legate ai nomi di Sartre e Merleau-Ponty, 
sarebbe avvenuta attraverso un articolato insieme d’influenze, non 
solo propriamente filosofiche, che potremmo indicare schematica-
mente come segue: la lettura di autori come Bataille, Blanchot, Klos-
sowski, e a partire dalla loro intercessione, quella di Nietzsche 1; l’e-
pistemologia storica, in particolare quella di Cavaillès, Bachelard 
e Canguilhem; le nuove prospettive in campo storiografico avvia-

1 D. Trombadori, Colloqui con Foucault, Roma, Castelvecchi, 1999, pp. 39-40.


