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L’eredità della filosofia della storia nella storia dei concetti. 
A partire da Rudolf Eucken e Joachim Ritter*
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This essay deals with conceptual history’s inheritance from the philosophy of his-
tory, sketching the various theoretical paths which emerged from the locus of clas-
sical philosophy of history, which served as the opening scene for conceptual his-
torical thought-bearing in mind, however, that conceptual history as such formed 
within a empirical-philological framework. The demystification of the philosophy 
of history which resulted quickly ran into the limits of the field; philosophy of his-
tory unavoidably relied on certain concepts of totality and movement, since its 
task was, if possible, to make the specific form of bourgeois society and the devel-
opmental dynamics thereof conceptually accessible. The continued influence of the 
philosophy of history upon the field of conceptual history crystallizes into a prob-
lematic complex of motives and subjects, each of which requires fresh attention 
and further engagement. Following the example of Joachim Ritter’s Variations of 
the Compensation Theory, this essay will present a detailed investigation of the 
increasingly influential connection between conceptual history and the philoso-
phy of history.
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La storia concettuale nasce in Germania nell’ambito della filosofia 
della storia e della sua crisi. In campo filosofico, questo risulta evi-
dente nei lavori di Joachim Ritter, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Hans Blu-
menberg, Odo Marquard o Hermann Lübbe. È soprattutto a Rein-
hart Koselleck che va riconosciuto non soltanto il merito di avere 
indagato storicamente il rapporto tra storia dei concetti e filosofia 
della storia, ma anche quello di avervi riflettuto sistematicamente. 
La sua diagnosi critica sull’indigenza teorica delle scienze storiche 1 
ebbe importanza non ultimo per il fatto di avere reclamato, contro 
una disciplina che veniva elaborandosi in misura crescente in senso 

* Zum geschichtsphilosophischen Erbe der Begriffsgeschichte. Beobachtungen im Anschluss an 
Rudolf Eucken und Joachim Ritter (traduzione dal tedesco di Gennaro Imbriano).

1 Cfr. R. Koselleck, Über die Theoriebedürftigkeit der Geschichtswissenschaft, in Zeitschichten. 
Studien zur Historik, Frankfurt am Main, Suhrkamp, 2000, pp. 298-316.


