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Time is a key factor in the Hobbesian philosophy. It, conceived as the re-
sult of a cost-benefit analysis related to some action and as an expression
of human rationality, has multiple semantic levels in Hobbes’ philosophy.
The stratification of the notion of time reflects the behaviour of individu-
als who act according to a temporal dynamics that is different from that de-
scribed in the past. The instant fulfilment of needs is replaced by its defer-
ment in the future, the necessity of the natural time is replaced by the ca-
pability of making a computation and an assessment of times and the pos-
sibility of acting on them. We thus face a turning point which is not only an-
thropological but also political: the extreme expression of the power of the
State, which can be now thought of as an artificial body endowed with its
own temporality (or better an artificial eternity) turns out to dominate the
individual time.
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1. Introduzione

Il tempo, espressione della razionalitd umana, rappresenta una nozione
chiave della politica hobbesiana. La necessita di soffermarsi sulla tratta-
zione della nozione di tempo, sorge dinanzi ad un discorso filosofico che
pone agli individui I’obiettivo di fare della politica un imperium rationis.
Un progetto simile si avvale infatti, di un concetto di tempo che figura co-
me precisa espressione di quella razionalith umana resa operativa nella for-
ma di calcolo: ¢ la possibilita di ricorrere a questo strumento che consen-
te di determinare gli orizzonti temporali all’interno dei quali valutare i co-
sti e i benefici di un’azione.
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