Per una filosofia del limite:
Sergio Cotta interprete di Montesquieu
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Sergio Cotta, along with André Masson and Robert Shackleton, has been
the most important interpreter of Montesquieu in the 20th century. Not on-
ly because he edited, although in Italian translation, the first complete crit-
ical edition of the Esprit des lois (Lo spirito delle leggi, Torino 1952), but
for the first truly scientific monograph on the whole thought of Montesquieu
(Montesquieu e la scienza della societa, Torino 1953). Advocate of the “so-
ciological” interpretation of Montesquieu (Montesquieu as founder of an
empirical science of society), Cotta has brought original contributions in
focusing some fundamental issues of the thought of the French philosopher,
such as the conception of religion — and of Christianity in particular — as
elements that bring about social and political order and, at the same time,
as a source of liberty; the dialectical vision of common good and liberty
with the connected appraisal for the role of the parties and of the social-
political pluralism; the idea of boundary as a kev concept to access the
analysis and the resolution of political and moral problems. No-one but
Cotta could create a better image of Montesquieu as a “philosopher of the
boundary”.
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* Questo scritto — gia apparso, in versione spagnola, su «Araucaria. Revista Iberoame-
ricana de Filosoffa, Politica y Humanidades», 11 (2009), n° 21, pp. 3-26 — & frutto di un dia-
logo iniziato nel 1998 e proseguito nel tempo anche grazie a diversi progetti di ricerca e im-
prese editoriali comuni. Il testo & stato ideato, discusso e rivisto congiuntamente in ogni
sua parte dagli autori, tuttavia, a fini squisitamente accademici, si pud attribuire a Thomas
Casadei la stesura dei paragrafi 3 e 4, a Domenico Felice la stesura dei paragrafi 1 e 2.
L’ Esprit des lois (1748) di Montesquieu & abbreviato ovunque con la sigla EL.
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