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In this paper I offer a review ofAngelo Giavatto's book Interlocutore di se 
stesso. La dialettica di Marco Aurelio (Hildesheim - Zurich - New York, 
Olms, 2008). In the first part ofthe article, I consider the exegetical crite
rion which is at the basis ofGiavatto's reading ofMarcus Aurelius'Med
itations, i. e. what the Author calls 'The families ofchapters system '. I aim 
to try out the Author's model by analysing its application in some of the 
most significant sections of his work. In the second part, I look into the 
main thesis ofthe book, according to which Stoic dialectic and epistemol
ogy are the background ofMarcus' book, in spite of its alleged practical 
character. I try to display the qualities ofthis ground-breaking interpreta
tion, also raising some objections as regards its full fittingness. My con
clusion will be that dialectic and epistemology are indeed ofgreat impor
tancefor an appropriate reading ofMarcus 'Meditations, although the Em
peror's appeal is far from being restricted to Stoic philosophy. 
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Introduzione 

I Pensieri di Marco Aurelio non hanno mai smesso di suscitare il vivo in
teresse degli studiosi (filologi 0 filosofi che siano) da quando, ne11559, fu 
pubblicata a Zurigo la prima edizione a stampa dell' opera 1, seguita a cate

1 L'editio princeps del 1559 fu pubblicata dan'editore Andreas Gesner con it titolo Tel 

Elt; e-aUTOV (<<8critti diretti a se stesso») unitamente ad una traduzione latina dell'opera, 
realizzata da Xylander. 

«Dianoia», 15 (2010) 


