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This article tries to show that the power of princely virtl as conceived by
Machiavelli turns its possessor into a demi-god in the human world. In-
deed, he who has virtii is not only able to restore and preserve the public
order but, as he does so, also unifies the political problems of acquiring and
maintaining power, turning the human world into an artifice within the na-
tural world and humanising history. In other words: he completely defeats
the power of fortuna. However, this omnipotence is not total: in the natu-
ral world, it has only very mitigated effects; and, within the human sphere,
virtl declares itself impotent in the face of liberty: once freedom has been
tasted, not even the most skilful of princes or the greatest promises of well-
being can persuade citizens voluntarily to part with it.

Keywords: Machiavelli, politics, virth, fortuna, liberty, history, nature

Introduccion

Francesco Guicciardini reconocia sin ambages che «nelle cose umane la
fortuna ha grandissima potesti»; reconocia asimismo la existencia de per-
sonas diligentes y sagaces, pero también ellas, puntualizaba, «gli bisogna
ancora la buona fortuna» para conducir a buen puerto suefios y proyectos’.

* Una primera versién de este articulo, con el titulo “La conquista de 1a fortuna. Ensa-
yo sobre El Principe de Maquiavelo”, fue publicada en «Deus Mortalis. Cuademo de Filo-
soffa Politica», 2 (2004), fasc. 3, pigs. 205-232. En relacion con ella, 1a que aqui ofrece-
mos ha sido revisada y debidamente modificada.

! Cfr. F. Guicciardini, Ricordi, introd. de M. Fubini, premisa al texto y bibliografia de
E. Barelli, glosario ideoldgico de C. Pedretti, Milano, BUR, 1977, pdg. 115: se trata del re-
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