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Aristotele e la divinazione 

Luciana Repici 

In his extant works, Aristotle does not define divination and studies with a 
critical approach only a particular kind of it, the divination through 
drearns which takes place during the sleep. We also know from ancient 
sources' indirect accounts on his no more extant works that he was intere­
sted ill the general topic and focused his attention on other kinds ofdivi­
/latDly experiences, all of which connected with the condition of sleep. I 
shall be arguing that it l'vas difficult on Aristotle's own tenns not only to 
define divination as a science or a technical knowledge, but also to accept 
any other definition which he might have been faced vvith, such as the de­
finitions given by the Stoics particularly in Cicero's De divinatione. For 
they assumed divination to be either an anticipated knowledge offuture 
events, where there was no room left for chance, or a skilled ability inspi­
red directly from gods, whose providential care and design the origin of 
those signs was attributed to. But, as his approach to the existence ofa di­
vination tluvugh dreams shows, Aristotle could hardly have adhered to a 
deterministic view, hel1ce denied the existence ofaccidental causes, and to 
a picture ofthe world ruled by divine providence. 

II saggio qui pubblicato riproducc, con nlcune integrazioni e amplinmcnti, iI testa di 
una conferenza presenlata e discussa nel febbraio 2005 presso iI Dipartimento di Filoso­
fia dcll'Universita di Bologna, in occasione di un seminurio di studio sullo stesso tema 
organizzato da Walter Cavini, che ringrazio vivamente del gentile invito. Vivi ringrazia­
menti esprimo anchc a tutti coloro, docenti e studcnti, chc sono intervenuti nella discus­
sione con indicnzioni e suggcrimenti. Solo mia eovviamcnte la responsabilita di eventua­
li sviste 0 fraintendimcnti. 

Nelle note mi sono limitata a rip0l1are i riferimenti ai tcsti antichi chati. 11 lettore tra­
vera nel1a bibJiografia una breve guida ragiollata di modcrni studi e saggi di orientamcnto 
su singoli aspetti della questionc trattala, chc non estala oggetto linora di un csame com­
p1essivo. 
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